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DOLE Undersecretary Luzviminda Padilla;
DepEd Undersecretary Ramon Bacani;

Ms. Elnora Avarientos, Executive Director of
the ABK Initiative and World Vision;

Friends and colleagues in development and
the donor community;

Ladies and gentlemen

Magandang umaga po sa 1nyong lahat.

I am delighted to join you this morning for
this National Media Summit on Child Labor,
and I congratulate the Pag-Aaral ng Bata
para sa Kinabukasan Initiative (ABK
Initiative) for organizing this important

event.



The U. S. Governnent believes that the

el i mnation of hazardous forns of child

| abor is fundanental to the pronotion and
protection of children’s rights. Qur broad
range of prograns with our Philippine
partners to conbat child | abor, fight
trafficking in persons, particularly of
wonen and children, and pronote nore
sust ai nabl e and equitable growh all
contribute to elimnating the circunstances
t hat condemm children to a life of servitude
and expl oi tati on.

USAI I Phi | i ppi nes has a | ong history of
col l aboration with the organi zati ons that
make up the ABK Initiative. | fondly
remenber working in 1999 with col |l eagues
from Wrld Vision, Plan International,
Christian Children's Fund and the

Educati onal Research and Devel opnent
Assi st ance Foundati on under the Enhancing
Children’'s Particpation in Social Reform
(ECPSR) Project to develop a focused and
col | aborative response to the probl em of
child | abor in the Philippines.



| am both happy and sad to see that seven
years after the birth of our child | abor

programthe four organizations are still at
the forefront of the fight against child
| abor. | am happy because it is plain for

all to see fromthe ABK Initiative that
their vigor, commtnent and dedication to
address child | abor has not di m nished.

They have in fact nerited additional support
t hrough a four-year grant fromthe U S,
Departnent of Labor that enabled themto
continue their anti-child | abor program

|, however, can’t help but feel alittle sad
because the very existence of the Initiative
Is confirmation that children continue to be
enpl oyed and exposed to exploitative and
hazardous conditions, forced to work | ong
hours away from honme, and deprived of their
rights to health and educati on.

The policy and regulatory framework in the
Philippines is very inpressive. The
governnent has ratified many United Nations
conventions related to child [ abor including
| LO Convention 182 on the elimnation of the



worst forns of child |Iabor, and the
Convention on the m ni num age for adm ssion
to enpl oynent anong others. National-Ievel
policies that protect children from abuse
and exploitation |ike Republic Acts 7610 and
7658 are in place together with ordi nances
In many | ocalities that provide protection
for children.

The persistence of child | abor practi ces,

I ncl udi ng the banned use of children for
hazar dous work, however, suggest that the
conventions, |aws and | ocal policies
regarding child [ abor have yet to be be
fully inplenented, and their inplenentation
and i npact carefully nonitored. This is
exacer bated by poverty, and the belief anong
enpl oyers of child |labor that children are
nore docile, obedient, required in certain
production tasks, hired at cheaper rates and
expendabl e. Just as unfortunate, the
deprivation of education that nmany child

| aborers endure virtually doomthemto a
life of poverty that al so assures a steady
supply of child |l aborers in the generations
to cone.



There is a need to call attention to the
plight of children toiling in plantations,
small mnes, fireworks factories, sweatshops
and fishing boats in the hope that | eaders
of governnent, civil society, business and
the general public will |isten and
collectively act on their issues and needs.
The nedi a can have a very strong infl uence
in this regard.

| renmenber an event in 2000 when |, together
with the Labor Attache of the U S. Enbassy
and representatives of the organizations
that make up the ABK Initiative, visited
Negros Oriental to talk to three child

| aborers who escaped froma nuro-am fishing
boat off the waters of Palawan. The trip
was a very real eye-opener. |t put a human
face on a very serious problemthat up to
that point | only read about in reports or
heard about from other persons.

Each of the three young boys had a chilling
story totell. They narrated their ordeal
In detail and told us about starting work



everyday by junping into the sea at five in
the norning and ending at six in the

eveni ng; being routinely beaten up everytine
their “maestro” is not satisfied with their
wor k; w tnessing their conpanions dying from
extrene exposure or accidents; being paid
P4,000 only after 10 nonths of continuous
servi tude.

| can provide nore tragic details but the
point | amtrying to nake is that there is a
very noving human interest story behind
every child | aborer that the nedia can

hi ghlight and bring to the public’s
attention. By calling attention to the sad
plight of child [aborers, nedia can help
gal vani ze public consci ousness agai nst the
practice of child | abor and provide a
powerful notive to fully enforce anti-child
| abor laws. G eater nedia exposure of the
evils of child | abor can develop in all of
us a sense of outrage that will make it
difficult for exploiters of children to
continue their practice and get away with
it.



Today, the ABK Initiative has undertaken
anot her inportant step in encouragi ng nedi a
to be an inportant ally in the fight agai nst
child | abor. W applaud your efforts and |
am personal ly very happy to have this
opportunity to reunite with old friends and
partners.

To our friends in nedia, we are very
grateful for the coverage you have given the
| ssue of child labor in the past. My the

I nputs of this summt prove worthy of your
precious tine and notivate you even nore to
train the spotlight on child lIabor. Wrking
together, we can finally win the fight

agai nst this reprehensi ble practice for the
sake of Filipino children.

Mar am ng sal amat po at mabuhay tayong | ahat.



